Satyajit Ray
Director, Producer, Screenwriter, Composer, Writer, Graphic Designer
Born: May 2, 1921, Kolkata (Calcutta), India
Died: April 23, 1992, Calcutta, India

Satyajit Ray, standing 6'-4" tall, was a towering figure in the world of cinema. He studied at the university in Calcutta and later joined Shantiniketan, Rabindranath Tagore's university to study art. He began his career as a commercial artist (1943-56). He founded Calcutta's first film society in 1947 and made his first film, Pather Panchali (1955) while working at an advertising agency. Pather Panchali was an immediate success and won Grand Prix at the Cannes Festival. Pather Panchali with his Aparajito (1956, The Unvanquished) and Apur Sansar (1959, The World of Apu) are known as 'Apu Trilogy'. His later films include Jalsaghar (1958, The Music Room), Kanchenjunga (1962), Charulata (1964, The Lonely Wife), Ashanti Sanket (1973, Distant Thunder), The Chess Players (1977), The Home and The World (1984), Ganashatru (1989, Public Enemy), and Agantuk (1990, The Stranger).


Pico Iyer (born 1957) is a British-born essayist and novelist. He is the author of numerous books on travel includingVideo Night in Kathmandu. His literary pieces have appeared in Smithsonian, The Village Voice, the Times Literary Supplement and many other publications.
Iyer was born in Oxford, England, the son of the Tamil-speaking Brahmin Raghavan N. Iyer, an Oxford philosopher and theosophist,[1]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pico_Iyer" \l "cite_note-2#cite_note-2" [3] and the religious scholar Nandini Nanak Mehta.[1] When he was seven, his family moved toCalifornia, and for more than a decade he moved back and forth several times a year between schools and college inEngland and his parents' home in California. He won academic scholarships to Eton, Oxford University and Harvard -- graduating with a Congratulatory Double First at Oxford, and the highest marks in the university -- and taught writing and literature at Harvard before joining Time in 1982 as a writer on world affairs. Since then he has traveled widely, from North Korea to Easter Island, and fromParaguay to Ethiopia, while writing seven works of non-fiction and two novels, and basing himself in Nara, Japan, where he lives with his Japanese partner Hiroko Takeuchi[4], the "Lady" of his second book, and her two children.
Rudyard Kipling (1865-1936) was born in Bombay, but educated in England at the United Services College, Westward Ho, Bideford. In 1882 he returned to India, where he worked for Anglo-Indian newspapers. His literary career began withDepartmental Ditties (1886), but subsequently he became chiefly known as a writer of short stories. A prolific writer, he achieved fame quickly. Kipling was the poet of the British Empire and its yeoman, the common soldier, whom he glorified in many of his works, in particular Plain Tales from the Hills (1888) and Soldiers Three (1888), collections of short stories with roughly and affectionately drawn soldier portraits. His Barrack Room Ballads (1892) were written for, as much as about, the common soldier. In 1894 appeared his Jungle Book, which became a children's classic all over the world.Kim (1901), the story of Kimball O'Hara and his adventures in the Himalayas, is perhaps his most felicitous work. Other works include The Second Jungle Book (1895), The Seven Seas (1896), Captains Courageous (1897), The Day's Work (1898), Stalky and Co. (1899), Just So Stories (1902),Trafficks and Discoveries (1904), Puck of Pook's Hill (1906), Actions and Reactions (1909),Debits and Credits (1926), Thy Servant a Dog (1930), and Limits and Renewals (1932). During the First World War Kipling wrote some propaganda books. His collected poems appeared in 1933.
Rudyard Kipling died on January 18, 1936.
"Nergis Dalal has been writing for over fifty years. She is the author of four novels, a collection of short stories, a book for children, a cookery book, a best selling book on yoga and, under the pseudonym Aries, a collection of middles that appeared over three decades in the 'Times of India', the 'Statesman', the 'Hindustan Times' and other national newspapers. Several of her short stories have been broadcast over the BBC and published in anthologies in India, UK and Australia.

Nergis Dalal has three children and three grandchildren. She lives in Dehra Dun."
